
H A R C 



HARC’s mission is to embody mercy, justice and love 

as diverse faith partners in Washington County, Maryland.  

WE BELIEVE in nurturing the 

unlimited potential of every child. 

WE BELIEVE in equipping one another to create stronger houses of worship. 

WE BELIEVE in the power of faith communities working together. 

WE BELIEVE all people have 

equal value and are loved by God. 
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halom everyone (in Hebrew it means both 
peace and hello), 
 

I’m honored to have been the president of 
HARC’s Board of Directors during the past 
year and am looking forward to the second 
year of my term, which begins in January. 
 
As president, I’ve been able to witness and 
actively participate in an organization that is 
doing such important work in serving not just 
Washington County’s interfaith community, 

but the community at large. 
 
Just to point out a few highlights: In 
November we held HARC’s annual Interfaith 
Community Thanksgiving Service at 

Congregation B’nai Abraham. It was very 
heartwarming to see all the participating 
clergy, members of our leadership team, and 
attendees from across Washington County 
who came together to celebrate God’s gifts 
and to offer gratitude for all of our blessings. 
So many different faiths were represented this 
year, thanks to Rev. Sandy Boyer and her 
outstanding planning committee. Everyone 
I spoke to found the service to be very 
meaningful and connecting. 

 

HARC’s Refugee Welcome Network 
continues to work with and provide support 
for refugees who have come to this country to 
find a better life for themselves and their 
families. As of this writing, the Refugee 
Welcome Network has assisted 38 families 
with jobs, food, housing, and connection to 

other resources. 
 

Micah’s Backpack remains an extraordinary 
program that is a partnership between 
Washington County Public Schools, HARC, 
Maryland Food Bank, and more than 47 
participating churches and community 
organizations. In 2025, the program served 

more than 1,350 students 
in 38 schools, providing 
nutritious food to food-
insecure school children 
each weekend of the 
school year. As the need 
continues to grow, the 
need for sponsors and 
volunteers also continues 
to grow. 
 
The 2025-2026 school year is the second year 

of the Lighthouse After-School Program, 

which is a partnership between houses of 
worship in Washington County and 
Washington County Public Schools. 
Lighthouse provides supervised after-school 
activities and clubs for school children, 
meeting a critical need to enrich the lives of 
the kids who participate, provide good role 
models/mentorships, and potentially free up 
parents to work longer days. 
 
There is so much more to be found in this 
comprehensive end-of-year Impact Report. If 
you’d like to contact me directly, you can do 
so via email: rabbimarkcba@gmail.com 

 

As we begin 2026, I’d like to wish everyone all 
the best for this coming year and thank our 
staff, board, participating organizations, and 
volunteers for all their extraordinary work. 
We could not do it without you! 
 
May this new year bring everyone good 
health, peace, and renewal of our commitment 
to building a better world that truly reflects 
the nature of God, and the presence of the 
divine within each one of us. 
 
Blessings, 

S 

Rabbi Mark Perman 

Rabbi Mark Perman 
Congregation B’Nai Abraham 

HARC Board President 



n Saturday, September 20, about 90 people attended our annual Interfaith 

Progressive Dinner. Participating faith communities were Hebron 
Mennonite Church (Christian), Nipponzan Myohoji Buddhist Temple 
(Buddhist), Congregation B’nai Abraham (Jewish), and the Islamic Society 
of Western Maryland (Muslim). At each location, guests enjoyed 

spiritually and culturally relevant foods and faith leaders presented a short program on 
the history and beliefs of their faith. This year, along with members of the Refugee 
Welcome Network, seven students from Hagerstown Community College World 
Religions classes also attended this unique event, experiencing first-hand the flavors of 
our area’s diverse faith communities. 

We believe 

in the power 

of faith 

communities 

working 

together. 

We strive to 

listen when 

God is 

speaking, and 

act boldly 

together 

to make a 

difference 

in our 

community. 

We build 

collaborations 

across 

boundaries 

of religious 

differences, 

as well as with 

community 

organizations, 

to do the work 

we are called 

to do. 

he pages of this report are filled with evidence of the power of faith 

communities working together. 
Much of this work also fits under other Belief Statements, so here we focus 
primarily on the building of interdenominational and interfaith relationships, 

which leads to more tangible efforts that fall under our other three Belief Statements. 

T 
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Interfaith Progressive Dinner 

This first belief statement is 

who we are 

O 

Left: The Hebron Mennonite Church 

choir performed for their Interfaith 

Progressive Dinner guests. 

 

Below: A traditional Japanese Noodle 

Slide proved a fun and unique method 

of “catching” noodles for soup! 

 

Below left: Some children played at 

the mosque during the event. 



Hagerstown’s annual Historic Houses of 
Worship Tour was held on December 26. 
      Always free and open to the public, this 
event provides an opportunity each year to see 
the interiors of many historic downtown 

houses of worship. 
      Participants learned about the architecture and 

heritage of each location from docents. Some locations 
provided music and refreshments. 
      This self-guided walking/driving tour was a 
collaboration of the houses of worship, HARC, the 
City of Hagerstown, and the Hagerstown-Washington 
County Convention & Visitor’s Bureau.  

Left: The mosque of the Islamic Society of Western 

Maryland presented their legendary dessert buffet 

as the final stop for Interfaith Progressive Dinner guests. 

 

Below: Guests enjoyed delicious food and fellowship 

at the synagogue of Congregation B’nai Abraham.  

Hagerstown’s annual Historic Houses of Worship Tour 

harccoalition.org 

Page 5  

A panel of faith leaders participated in 
a training seminar in May to benefit San 
Mar Children & Family Services staff 
and foster parents. The focus of the 
discussion was understanding different 
faiths and how to best support foster 
children who come from different 
religious backgrounds. 

From left: Jerica Washington, Paul Britner, Rev. Les 

McIntosh, Rabbi Mark Perman, Imam Nazir Faruki, 

Msgr. J. Bruce Jarboe, Kathy Powderly. 

Faith leaders present 
at San Mar training 



Good Friday Unity Walk 
n April 18, about 140 Christians from 
various denominations across the area came 
together at Hagerstown’s City Park for 
HARC’s annual Good Friday Unity Walk. 

      This walk, always free and open to the public, 
features readings and songs of faith as participants 
walk through the park, stopping at seven different 

stations. After each station, someone volunteers to 
carry the cross to the next stop, symbolizing Christ’s 
Passion. This moving experience begins the Easter 
season, and fosters a cohesive unity among Christian 
brothers and sisters. 
      “It was a very meaningful Good Friday reflection 
for me,” said one participant afterwards. 

O 
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ur annual Interfaith Community 

Thanksgiving Service was held on 
Sunday, November 23, at Congregation 
B’Nai Abraham in Hagerstown. Leaders 

from various faith traditions — including Christian, 
Muslim, Jewish, Baha’i, Buddhist, Hindu, and Native 
American — participated in this unique service. 
     A community choir was featured, with many 

volunteer vocalists arriving early to practice “Prayer 
of Thanksgiving,” presented during the service. 
     A free-will offering was taken at the door of shelf-
stable food and monetary donations for the St. 
Mark’s Lutheran Church Community Food Bank. 
Guests enjoyed a reception held afterwards in the 
synagogue’s fellowship hall. 

O 

Above: Venerable Temm Bikle, 

Nipponzan Myohoji Buddhist, offers 

a chant during the service. At right: 

Rev. Les Macintosh, Impact Ministries; 

Gita Kali Natarajan, Hindu; and Paula 

Myers, Baha’i. 

Above: Imam Nazir Faruki, Islamic 

Society of Western Maryland 

Top photo: No fewer than 15 

leaders from diverse faith 

traditions lit candles of peace and 

gratitude to end the service.  

Thanksgiving service 
Interfaith Community 
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In remembrance of 
Rev. Ed Poling 

active volunteer with HARC. He was instrumental 
in starting HARC’s Interfaith Coalition in February 

2002. The Interfaith Coalition was formed by the 

Washington County Council of Churches (now HARC), 
and included representatives from Jewish, Muslim, and 
Christian faiths to provide a forum for interfaith dialogue 
in our community following the tragic events of September 
11, 2001. 
      Representatives from Baha’i and Buddhist traditions, 
as well as other religious and humanist communities 
participate today, and the interfaith work has blended 
into HARC as part of our overall mission and identity. 

      Today’s Interfaith Team is still energized by the 
important work of building bridges, relationships, and 
understanding across religious boundaries in Washington County. 

 

Leaving more than a legacy 

Ed also led the planning team for the Good Friday Unity Walk 
for many years with a small group of volunteers. This walk, 
held on Good Friday each spring, originally began as the Good 
Friday Walk for Justice in downtown Hagerstown before 

moving to City Park in recent years. It has grown to well over 
100 participants from many different Christian denominations. 
      Not only was Ed faithful, caring, and peace-oriented as a 
pastor and leader, he also was an active “doer.” A seasoned 

athlete, Ed started the HARC Hike for Hunger & Hope in 2012, 

hiking the full 41 miles of the Appalachian Trail in Maryland — 
in one day! — to raise money for HARC to hire an Executive 
Director. He worked tirelessly on the Hike Planning Team each 
year, his leadership and logistical skills helping the Hike to 
evolve into a successful annual fundraiser, for which he 
personally raised more than $45,000. Following Ed’s passing in 
January 2025, the Hike Planning Team decided to rename the 

Hike in Ed’s honor. It’s now “The Ed Poling Memorial HARC Hike for Hunger & Hope.” 

      It would be difficult to overstate the extensive, positive impact Ed had on not just HARC, but our wider 
community. We remain forever grateful for his vision, his leadership, his work, and his friendship.   

Ed Poling / 1947-2025 

D POLING WAS A LONG-TIME MEMBER AND 

Hike Leader Ed 2018 Challenge Hike 

E 

“The Year of Flooding” 
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We focus our 

collaborative 

efforts on 

building 

supports 

around and 

creating 

opportunities 

for children 

and families. 

We believe 

in the 

unlimited 

potential of 

every child. 

ENOUGH Initiative 
Every child deserves more than just a chance to survive — they deserve 

the opportunity to thrive. The ENOUGH Initiative recognizes that people 

who live in a community are best positioned to lead the change in that 

community.  

ARC is grateful to be a partner alongside the Asian American Center of 

Frederick (AACF) in the Engaging Neighborhoods, Organizations, Unions, 
Governments and Households (ENOUGH) initiative. 
      Led by San Mar Family & Community Services/Bester Community of Hope, 

this unique Maryland state grant-funded program is a multi-partner collaborative effort 
to alleviate poverty for children and families in the south end of Hagerstown. This 
initiative aims to strategically address generational poverty and promote a legacy of 
economic mobility through critical support and resources. 
      The role of AACF and HARC in this initiative is to come alongside diverse families 
to help them overcome their unique barriers and begin to thrive. Our two Bilingual 
Community Workers, Jane Powell and Julien Patrick Tete Wabo, have a passion for 
serving and building community. Together, they have built relationships and trust, and 
connected families to tangible resources, including medical and dental care, mental 
health care, food, clothing, housing assistance, employment opportunities, English 
classes and more. 
      Amid this tangible work, Jane and Julien Patrick are connecting people to one 

another, building community and collective strength. The success of this work 

culminated in a year-end holiday celebration planned by the families and attended by 
around 100 people. The celebration reflected the strength of the relationships they have 
helped foster and the community families have built together. 

H 
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43 diverse families served 

    (approximately 200 individuals) 

600+ service connections 

May through December 2025:  

In October 2025, HARC and the Asian American 

Center of Frederick (AACF) received an Outstanding 

Service Award. Specifically highlighted was the work 

of Jane Powell and Julien Patrick Tete Wabo for 

their exemplary efforts in building partnerships that 

help families in our community.  

From left: TJ Sydykof of the AACF, Jane Powell, 

Elizabeth Chung of the AACF, Kathy Powderly of 

HARC, and Julien Patrick Tete Wabo. 



Lighthouse After-School Program 
harccoalition.org 

ighthouse introduced several new programs this school year, 
including “Livin’ It Up,” a social-emotional learning program; Rope 

Warriors, a double-dutch jump rope program; and a knitting club. 
     You can check out the stats at right, comparing our programming 
this year with last year. While the data is great, this program’s impact 
often shows up in small moments.  
 

Helping students grow 

One of our schools shared that the Astronomy Club, which we’ve offered 
since 2024, was one of the best clubs they’ve ever had. In Game Club, 
students who once refused to join in and acted out during club time 

began to open up. By the end of the school year, they were participating 
in activities and learning to communicate and collaborate with others. 
It’s a simple shift that speaks to a deeper truth: when students feel safe 
and included, they grow. 
     This program is possible only because of the dedication of our 
talented program leaders and the vision and support of our community 
partners. We are grateful for the houses of worship that have invested 
their time and hearts into beginning and sustaining this work, and for 
several funders that have invested their dollars. We also rely on the 
partnership of WCPS staff, who help make Lighthouse accessible to 
families. 
     Lighthouse continues to fill a critical need in our community. Students 
are building the confidence and social-emotional skills they need in school 
and at home, families have peace of mind knowing their children have safe, 
fun after-school care, and children are surrounded by encouraging adults who believe in them. 

BY ANGELA YAMASHITA / PROGRAM COORDINATOR 

Now in its second year, HARC’s Lighthouse After-School 

Program continues to make a meaningful difference for 

families across Washington County. 

L 

Elementary school children participate in “Livin’ It Up,” a 

social-emotional learning program introduced this year in 

the Lighthouse After-School Program. 

 

Lighthouse serves between 180 and 300 students each 

week through after-school programming. Each club typically 

serves 15 to 20 students. 

BY THE NUMBERS: 

2024-25 SCHOOL YEAR 

Lighthouse finished strong:  

300+ children served   

   14 unique programs, filling 

   52 programming slots in 

   7 schools 

2025-26 SCHOOL YEAR 

(first half) 

300+ children served 

    9 unique programs, filling 

    33 programming slots in 

    6 schools 
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eveloped in Washington County by Trinity Lutheran Church in 2010 with HARC joining in 2012, 
Micah’s Backpack continues to grow every year. We are grateful for all our sponsoring houses of 
worship and community organizations that do the work each week of assembling the backpacks 
and delivering them to the schools they sponsor. Also essential partners in this work are the school 

liaisons, since they’re responsible for identifying children who are food-insecure, and they make sure 
those students receive their bags of food each week. 
      This program would not be possible without the Maryland Food Bank, our primary source of 
affordable food and a strong partner in addressing food insecurity. We are most grateful to the many 
generous funders listed at the back of this report. 

is a partnership of HARC, Washington County Public Schools, 
Maryland Food Bank, and 48 sponsoring houses of worship and 
community organizations. 
      In 2025, the program served more than 1,300 students in 38 schools in Washington 
County. More than 12,000 students in WCPS are eligible for free or reduced-price meals. 
For many kids, their lunch at school will be the last hot meal of the day. Children are 
especially hungry over the weekends when school is not in session.  

D 

Micah’s Backpack 

Above and at right: 

Taken at the Maryland Food Bank in 

September 2025, these photos show 

volunteers working on food 

distribution for the 

Micah’s Backpack program. 

 

At the start of the 2025-2026 school 

year, more than $70,000 worth of 

food was purchased and distributed to 

sponsoring houses of worship and 

community organizations.  

◼ 51% of parents said their children do better in school since 

    receiving the bags 

◼ 57% of school staff think the program has been helpful in 

    increasing attendance 

◼ 80% of school staff agreed students are more engaged in 

    learning during the school day 

◼ 97% of school staff said this program cultivates a more 

    positive relationship between students and coordinators 

    and school staff 

Making a positive difference: 



We are so grateful to the many volunteers of our partner houses of worship 

and organizations who did the bulk of the day-to-day work of providing food 

for children through Micah’s Backpack in 2025: 

“It helps us out.” 

We asked: “What do you like about Micah’s Backpack?” 

“I have food now.” 

“Helps with no food at home.” 

“The food is so good!” 

KIDS: PARENTS: 

“This program really helps us out 

when my husband lost his job and 

we fell on hard times.” 

“The high cost of groceries makes it 

hard to meet the needs of my family. 

This helps ease that need.” 

“I like everything.” 

Source: Washington County Public Schools Micah’s Backpack Survey conducted Spring 2025 

America’s Hauling for Hope 
Bethel United Methodist Church  
Brownsville Church of the Brethren 
Christ’s Reformed Church  
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
Concordia Lutheran Church  
Crossroads Church  
Emmanuel United Methodist Church  
Evangel Baptist Church 
Grace United Methodist Church  
First Christian Church 
Hagerstown Church of the Brethren  
Hagerstown Church of the Nazarene  
Haven Lutheran Church  
Hilltop Fellowship Church  
Hollowell Brethren in Christ 
Hub City Vineyard  
Interfaith Service Coalition 
John Wesley United Methodist Church 
Marsha Green & Family 
Maugansville Bible Brethren  
Mt. Moriah Lutheran Church  
Otterbein United Methodist Church  
Paramount Brethren in Christ  
Presbyterian Church of Hagerstown  

Redeeming Grace Church  
Rehoboth United Methodist Church  
Ringgold Church  
Saint James School 
Salem Lutheran Church  
Shiloh United Methodist Church  
Smithsburg Valley Church  
South Washington County Food Pantry 
South Washington County Ministerium  
St. Andrew Presbyterian Church  
St. Ann Catholic Church  
St. John’s Episcopal Church  
St. John’s Lutheran Church 
St. Joseph Catholic Church  
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church  
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church 
St. Mary Catholic School 
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Funkstown  
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Smithsburg  
Trinity Lutheran Church, Hagerstown  
Trinity Lutheran Church, Smithsburg  
Unitarian Universalist Church of Hagerstown  
Williamsport United Methodist Church  
Zion Lutheran Church 
Zion Reformed United Church of Christ 
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We seek 

justice for 

those who are 

not treated 

equally or 

given equal 

value by our 

broken world. 

We strive to 

lift up the 

unique gifts 

and abilities of 

people and 

empower them 

to be who they 

were made 

to be. 

We believe 

all people 

have equal 

value and 

are loved 

by God. 

Refugee Welcome Network 

ven better, 19 families/individuals “graduated” 
in 2025, which means they’ve settled into homes, 
work and life, and are financially independent. 
Of the new families welcomed by RWN in 2025, the majority are from 

Afghanistan, with others coming from Iran, Haiti, Guinea, Burkina Faso, Angola, 
and El Salvadore. Each family brings pieces of their unique and beautiful culture and 
a strong desire to work and fit into this community. 

      Each “graduate” family has gotten established in their new Washington County 
home with stable housing, work, improved English skills, a community of friends, 
and more. This is due to their hard work, and the generosity of many in the 
community who have donated time, talents, funds, and goods. 
 

Annual Planning Retreat 

In August, the RWN held its annual Planning Retreat to review the program and 
decide what changes need to be made to better help newcomers to our community. 
The group prioritized providing enhanced legal assistance in light of current U.S. 
administration policies, as well as post-graduate workforce development, which for 
some individuals includes entrepreneurial work. The growing talent pool includes 
an excellent seamstress, drivers, a cleaning crew, and some who are seeking work or 
training in IT, HVAC, automotive repair, accounting, and the medical field. 

The annual Refugee Welcome Network Family Picnic was a potluck held at Hagerstown’s City Park in 

September. RWN families and volunteers gathered to connect, make new friends, and of course, eat! 

In 2025, the Refugee Welcome Network 

(RWN) assisted a total of 28 families, 

which included 44 adults and 48 children. 

E 
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To learn more about the Refugee Welcome 

Network, scan the code. 

The RWN is always in need of volunteers and there 
are many opportunities to help! To volunteer, 
donate furniture and goods, or to inquire about 
hiring someone from our Workforce Development 
initiative, please email: 

refugeewelcome@harccoalition.org 

A new family of three arrived 

from Iran via diversity lottery in 

late October. They came with 

almost nothing and were walking 

from agency to agency in 

Hagerstown looking for assistance. 

     They stayed in the home of a 

kind family, but had limited time 

to get out on their own, yet their 

green cards and social security 

cards had not yet arrived and they 

couldn’t work for income. 

     They were referred to RWN by 

two agencies, and with the urgent 

nature of their situation, Basheer, 

one of our members who speaks 

Farsi, called them from outside of 

the country just to get their full 

story and see if we could help 

them. 

     The mother was so grateful for 

his friendly call that she thanked 

him over and over. RWN accepted 

the family a few days later, got 

them into housing the following 

week, helped to furnish the 

apartment, got their son enrolled 

in school, provided food and 

clothing, and signed them up for 

English classes, all in a short 

window of time. 

     There is still much to do, but 

this family feels welcomed and 

supported, and they are well on 

their way to making Hagerstown 

home. 

One family’s journey 
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Above: Ahmad and Mary 

Shadan address the group 

during the annual Refugee 

Welcome Network 

Planning Retreat held 

in August. 

 

At left: Julien Patrick Tete 

Wabo, Josh Brown, and 

Elizabeth Chung help with 

moving furniture 

generously donated to 

the Refugee Welcome 

Network by the Asian 

American Center of 

Frederick. 

— Refugee client of the RWN “ Now we feel you are like our family member, we can share our good or bad news 

with you and our door is always open for you as well.”  
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Racial Justice 

Washington County Black Professionals Network 

he Washington County Black Professionals 
Network (WCBPN) held several meetings on 
the last Wednesday of the month throughout 
the year. Most of the meetings took place at 

Grace Methodist Church in Hagerstown, or 19th Hole 
at Black Rock Restaurant in Hagerstown. 
      The WCBPN supported two events led by members 
with a contribution toward their program. The events 
were the “2025 Back to School Bash” which donated 
backpacks and other services to children in our 
community before the school year started, and also 
supported the “2025 Black Out Gala,” an annual event 
hosted by the Black Owned Business Community. 
      Our monthly meetings will resume in January 2026. 

On Saturday, February 21, 2026,  the WCBPN will host 
a business networking event, where pre-selected 
businesses and vendors will be featured.  

BY TANIA ANDERSON / CO-LEADER RACIAL JUSTICE TEAM 

Formed in 2021, HARC’s Racial Justice Team seeks equity, opportunities, and to highlight 
the myriad of gifts of our Black brothers and sisters in Washington County, Md. This 
active team developed goals and continues to work toward them with energy and 
enthusiasm. 
      HARC’s Board of Directors and this team are committed to the long-term, at times 
challenging work. We believe it will not only serve African Americans, but will bless our 
entire community as we embrace all people and cultures in love and unity. 

T 

Black-Owned Business Directory 
The WCBPN maintains a Black-Owned Business Directory on HARC’s 
website. From home décor and design to consulting and legal services, 

this directory provides a wealth of Black-owned businesses in the area. 
To view or download your copy of the Black-Owned Business Directory, 

visit harccoalition.org/black-owned-business-directory or scan this 
QR code: 
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For updates on meetings and 

events, follow our Facebook 

page by scanning this code. 
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Equity in Education Scholarship 

ultiple scholarships are awarded annually ranging from 
$1,500 to $7,000 to racially minoritized students who reside 
and/or teach in Washington County, Md., and are pursuing a 

degree in education or a related field. Scholarships may be eligible for 

renewal until degree is obtained. 
      For the 2025-2026 scholarship cycle, two applicants were chosen: 

Janeice Bates and Carmen Diaz. Both were second-year recipients as 
each continues to pursue her teaching degree.  

      Pictured at right is Precious Steel, a 2024 recipient of an Equity 
in Education Scholarship and a 2025 graduate of Frostburg State 
University!  

Hakema Mutanu was a winner of the 2024 Equity in Education Scholarship. 
She just started a full-time position teaching Art at Lincolnshire Elementary 
School in Hagerstown, and wrote this note to the scholarship team:  

“Thank you so much, everyone, for the kind and encouraging words. I 
completed my first full day of teaching yesterday, and it has been a 
wonderful experience so far. I feel truly blessed to be here. 
      “Without the Equity in Education Scholarship, I would not be here 
today. Thank you for believing in me and supporting my dream which 
has now come to fruition. 
      “I hope you all have a wonderful holiday and look forward to many 
great days ahead.” 

The Equity in Education scholarship fund was designed to remove barriers for racially 

minoritized individuals to become educators in Washington County Public Schools. 

M 

Application period is February 1 through March 31 annually. 

We are seeking donations for 

the 2026-2027 scholarship 

cycle and to build an 

endowment to continually 

fund this scholarship in the 

future. Donations can be made securely 

through the HARC website, designated 

to the “Equity in Education Scholarship,”  

or scan the QR code. 

Gratitude for a dream fulfilled 

Precious Steel 

https://harccoalition.org/donate/


One of the ways we equip one another is by presenting informational 
programs at our monthly meetings. Programs are relevant for and geared 
toward faith leaders and members, but anyone can attend. Our meetings 
are also a great place to network, catch up with old friends and meet new 
ones. Below are meeting summaries and program topics of 2025. 
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We build 

relationships 

among clergy 

and people of 

faith, and 

support and 

encourage one 

another. 

We provide 

information, 

resources, and 

connections to 

enhance the 

work of 

congregations, 

ministries, and 

community 

organizations. 

We believe 

in equipping 

one another 

to create 

stronger 

houses of 

worship. 

At OUR MONTHLY MEETINGS 

connect & learn 

t our JANUARY Annual Meeting, HARC 
members voted on the 2025 budget, elected and 
welcomed new Board officers, and reviewed our 
strategic plan. We also thanked outgoing Board 

officers, and recognized Mike and Beth Johnston for the 
generosity of God’s Grace Fund which has blessed HARC 
and our community for many years. 
 
Our FEBRUARY meeting was canceled due to inclement 
weather. 
 
In MARCH, HARC’s Interfaith Team hosted an Interfaith 
Roundtable Discussion, providing an opportunity to talk about the philosophies and 
beliefs of various faith traditions, and to get to know one another better. 
 
Our APRIL meeting featured a panel of faith leaders who talked about how they are 
handling the challenges of the current polarized mood of our country, down to the 
local church/organizational level. Round-table discussions in small groups helped 
participants further process these challenges through a faith-based lens. 
 

In MAY, we welcomed Emily Keller, Special Secretary 
of Overdose Response for the State of Maryland 

(pictured at right). Secretary Keller also served as the first female 
Mayor of Hagerstown from 2020-2023. She provided an update on 
the work of the Maryland Office of Overdose Response, including 

the promotion of Gov. Wes Moore’s agenda to focus on 
programs and policies under five pillars: Prevention, 
Harm Reduction, Treatment, Recovery, and Public 
Safety. 
 

Our JUNE meeting introduced the Engaging Neighborhoods, 
Organizations, Unions, Governments and Households 

(ENOUGH) initiative, of which HARC is an active part in partnership 
with the Asian American Center of Frederick (AACF). This unique 
Maryland state grant-funded initiative is a collaborative effort to alleviate 
poverty for children and families in the south end of Hagerstown, led by 
San Mar/Bester Community of Hope. Julien Patrick Tete Wabo (pictured at 
left) spoke during this meeting. 
 

A Some of our programs/
speakers can be viewed 
on HARC’s YouTube 
channel. Look for the 
YouTube icon. 



~ No monthly meetings are held in July or August. ~ 

 
In SEPTEMBER, members of the 
Washington County Homeless 

Coalition shared updates on the collaborative 
work being done in our county to reduce 
homelessness and how the faith community 
can help. Mayor Bill McIntire and Hagerstown 
Police Chief Paul Kifer also spoke. 
 
In OCTOBER, Dottie Gruler, Chairperson for 
Rising To Learn, introduced us to this new 
organization which is dedicated to ensuring 
children in Washington County Public Schools 
have access and opportunity to reach unlimited 
potential in their education. Ms. Gruler shared 
that the organization’s mission is to serve as a 
transparent and accessible communication hub, by offering concise reports on school board meetings, 
explanations of board processes and actions, as well as links to resources. 
 
During the NOVEMBER meeting, HARC members and friends participated in roundtable conversations and 
fellowship. Participants discussed some tough questions, each from their own individual spiritual perspective, 
enjoyed learning from one another, and getting to know one another better. 
 
In DECEMBER, Dr. David Baker, Executive Director of Hope Beyond Our Grief presented a workshop on 
“Coping With Your Grief at the Holiday Season.” He offered helpful tips on navigating the festive season while 
your heart is under the cloud of sadness. He also provided access to resources for training and support 
throughout the year.  

January: St. Ann Roman Catholic Church 

February: meeting canceled due to inclement weather  

March: Unity of Hagerstown 

April: Grace United Methodist Church  

May: Otterbein United Methodist Church 

Ideas for monthly programs? Interested in hosting? Please let us know! 

Do you or your organization have an idea for a HARC monthly program topic? Would your house of worship 

or organization be interested in hosting a HARC meeting in 2026? 

If so, contact Kathy at director@harccoalition.org or call 301-842-4272. 

June: Congregation B’nai Abraham 

September: Reach of Washington County 

October: Grace United Methodist Church 

November: Otterbein United Methodist Church 

December: Beaver Creek Church of the Brethren 
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HARC would like to gratefully acknowledge the houses of worship and community 

partners who so graciously hosted our monthly meetings in 2025. Providing meeting 
space, AV equipment, and dedicated volunteers who made and served delicious buffet 
meals for 30-50 people each month are all commitments to service that we so appreciate. 

Members of the Washington County Homeless Coalition who spoke at 

the September meeting were, from left, Jeannie Asbury, Executive 

Director of Reach of Washington County; Tim Fisher with Community 

Action Council; and Kelli Black with the Mental Health Authority. 



For a wealth of resources and information 
to address the different kinds of needs 
people may have in our community, visit: 

harccoalition.org 

A quarterly opportunity for just spiritual leaders to 
connect, build relationships, tackle tough issues as 
they arise, consider ways we can support one 
another better, and dream together about ways we 
can serve the community and our congregations. 

Quarterly Spiritual 

     Leaders Connection 

Stay connected 

Held on Tuesdays at 9 a.m. at Safron Bakery 

Café, 287 Eastern Boulevard North, Hagerstown, 
this is a time for pastors to dig into scripture with 
other pastors and support one another in ministry. 
Typically follows the Lectionary, so it also can help 
you prepare your sermons a week ahead if you 
follow the Lectionary cycle. 

HARC’s Weekly Bible Study 

Meetings with city, county officials 
HARC representatives met regularly in 2025 with 
Hagerstown’s Mayor and a Washington County 
Commissioner, to exchange information and ideas 
on how we can work together to improve our 
community. Faith leaders from HARC also provide 
invocations at County Commissioners’ and City 
Council meetings. 

Scan for harccoalition.org/Resources 
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Under our Resources tab, you’ll find lists of 
community resources for food, clothing, personal 
care; children and families; housing and shelter; 
immigrant resources; and more. 

      We offer downloadable resources for clergy 
and congregational vitality; faith-based 
counseling services; racial justice resources, and 
more.  

The official Season for 
Nonviolence begins by 
marking the anniversary of 
the assassination of Mahatma 
Gandhi on January 30 and 
ends on the April 4 
anniversary of the 
assassination of Martin Luther 
King Jr. 

 
Between these dates are 64 days to practice the 
principles of Gandhi, King, and others to bring 
about peace and nonviolence in our world today. 
 
Under the “Resources” tab, HARC’s website 
offers a selection of materials to help 
congregations and individuals grow in their 
knowledge and practice of nonviolence and 

peacemaking. From books and articles to videos, 
you’ll find everything you need to begin a mindful 
practice of peace and nonviolence. 
 
We invite you to start practicing during the 
Season for Nonviolence and continue to use these 
principles and practices throughout the year. 

Season for Nonviolence 
January 30 through April 4 each year 



harccoalition.org 

Parish Nursing Program 
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ur current network partners with 20 faith communities in 
the Tri-State region, and also reaches into Delaware. 
Network leadership is provided by seven faith-filled and 
skilled professional parish nurses, committed to this 

ongoing ministry of health and wholeness. 
      Our regional network holds quarterly meetings, during which 
continuing professional education for the PNs is provided, along 
with opportunities for sharing and networking. We also produce a 
quarterly newsletter that offers ideas for programming and spiritual 
enrichment that PNs can implement in their own faith communities. 
      More recently, thanks to a grant 
from the Kirshner Sisters and 
Sinnisen Foundation, 13 local 
congregations were able to replace 
expired AED pads, provide CPR 

training  (pictured at right), purchase 

new or restock existing first aid kits, 
and host “Stop the Bleed” classes. 
 

Partnering faith communities 

in Washinton County: 
Bethel Worship Center, Hagerstown 
COB, Hagerstown Church of the 
Nazarene, John Wesley UMC, New 
Life Christian Ministries, Otterbein UMC, St. Ann Catholic Church, 
St. Mark’s Episcopal Church, The Broadfording COB Fellowship, 
Tri-State Fellowship, Zion Reformed UCC, and an at-large parish 
nurse-member of St. Joseph Catholic Church. 

BY WENDY ZIMMERMAN, BSN, RN-BC / LEAD, OTTERBEIN UMC 

The Parish Nursing Program in Washinton County has been 
in existence since 1996. For 25 years, the program was 
sponsored by the Washington County Hospital, then 
Meritus Health. In July of 2023, the program was welcomed 
into the community under the auspices of HARC.  

What is a Parish Nurse? 

Parish Nurses (PNs) are 

registered nurses who are paid 

or volunteer their time to bring 

health and wellness activities to 

their home congregations. 

 

Parish Nursing, or Faith 

Community Nursing, is a specialty 

practice in nursing, endorsed by 

the American Nurses Association. 

 

Some common services that 

parish nurses bring to individuals 

and families are: 

◼ blood pressure screenings 

◼ health education programs 

◼ one-to-one health counseling 

◼ referrals to health-related 

   community resources 

◼ advocacy in our complex 

   healthcare system 

 

Parish nurses do not provide 

“hands-on” clinical care, but 

instead are integrators of faith 

and health, recognizing that the 

interconnectedness of mind, 

body, and spirit leads to 

improved health and well-being.  

O 

Interested in learning more about Parish Nursing? 

Contact PNTeam@harccoalition.org 



harccoalition.org 

HARC welcomes new Board members 

Pastor Steve Humphrey will begin his two-year term as an at-large Board member in 
January 2026. He’s served as a United Methodist minister for more than 30 years. 
      A resident of Hagerstown for the past three years, Pastor Steve holds both a 
Master of Divinity and a Doctor of Ministry from Wesley Theological Seminary, 
where his doctoral work focused on leading change. He’s served congregations and 
communities across Maryland. An avid reader of the classics—especially Stoic 
philosophy—Pastor Steve also enjoys watching whatever his wife and kids are into, 

and lifting weights. 
      “I’m honored to serve on the HARC Board and to support its vital work,” he says. “I have a deep 
enthusiasm for HARC’s mission.”  

Pastor Steve Humphrey 

Pastor E. Scott Winnette has been named as an at-large member of HARC’s 
Board of Directors for a two-year term beginning in January 2026. 
      Pastor Scott is currently serving the Zion Reformed United Church of Christ 
on North Potomac Street in Hagerstown. He’s been at Zion Reformed UCC for 

several years, commuting from Myersville, Md. For more than 30 years, Pastor 
Scott has served in UCC, as well as Presbyterian congregations. 
      Pastor Scott has been involved with HARC’s Lighthouse After-School 
Program since its inception, volunteering as the program’s Steering Team Leader. 
“I look forward to serving in other ways as a Board member.” 

      Both Pastor Scott and his husband are passionate about historic preservation. He says: “We live in a 
historic farmhouse that’s listed on the National Register of Historic Places.” 

Pastor E. Scott Winnette 

Jason has been selected to serve as HARC’s Treasurer. 
      Originally from Humble, Texas, Jason has lived in Washington County since 2007. 
He currently serves as the Hagerstown Maryland Stake President for the Church of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints, a role he has held for the past four years, following 
prior leadership positions in the City Park congregation. 
      Jason is the Chief Operating Officer of Blue Ridge Risk Partners, a local insurance 
brokerage firm. His career also includes managing North America Fraud and Credit 
teams for Citigroup. He earned a Psychology degree from Brigham Young University 

and an MBA from Texas A&M. 
      Jason and his wife, Dadra, married in 2004 and have five children: Abby (19), Landon (17), Nolan (14), 
Maylie (11), and Hudson (6). 
      “I value HARC’s mission of showing God’s love through small acts,” Jason says. “I look forward to 
collaborating with faith leaders to strengthen the community.” 

Jason Call 
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Pending membership approval at the Annual Meeting... 
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The Ed Poling Memorial 

n Saturday, May 31, around 115 

people turned out for The Ed 
Poling Memorial HARC Hike 

for Hunger and Hope, undeterred 

by reports of muddy ground 
or possible rain. 
      Spirits were high as 
participants enjoyed a 4K, 10K 

or half-marathon hike on the beautiful C&O Canal 
Towpath and the trails of Shepherd’s Spring Camp and 
Retreat Center. Afterward, they were treated to a 
delicious buffet lunch prepared by local restaurant The 
19th Hole/Harambee54, as well as music, fellowship, 
prizes, and an on-screen tribute to Hike founder Ed Poling. 
We were especially honored to have Ed’s sister, Beckie, 
join us for our post-hike celebration. 

O 
HARC Hike for Hunger & Hope 

Fundraising match 

Between this main Hike and the May 17 Challenge Hike, 
the combined events raised more than $80,000 for Micah’s 
Backpack, the Refugee Welcome Network and other 
programs of HARC! This was in great part thanks to many 
participants seeking donations for their hike paired with a 2-1 
fundraising match from the God’s Grace Fund.  
 

Top fundraisers — Thank you! 
The top fundraising individuals were Christine Finke and 
Becky Fritts (Challenge Hike) and Mary & John Means 
(Canal Hike). Top fundraising teams were Hebron Mennonite 
Church for Ed Poling (Canal Hike) and Otterbein United 
Methodist Church (Challenge Hike). 

OUR BIGGEST FUNDRAISER OF THE YEAR 

Top photo: Many hikers participate as part of a team. Bottom photo: 

HARC Board member Ashlee Harris, left, and her daughter, Hanna, 

tackled the 4K together. 



THE ED POLING MEMORIAL HARC HIKE FOR HUNGER & HOPE 

The Challenge Hike on May 17 

Support is everything 
We are so grateful to everyone who made this event 
possible and successful, with special thanks to our amazing 
HARC Hike Planning Team:  Kelly Conrad, Beth Johnston, 
Ed Maloy, Deacon Sue Wert, Bill Pike, Butch Eigenbrode, 
Ted & Elizabeth Howe, and Kathy Powderly. 
      We also could not do this without our incredible 

sponsors, including God’s Grace Fund (matching donor 
and lunch sponsor), Columbia Gas/NiSource, JLG/Jerr-Dan, 

First Christian Church, the Poole Law Group, and many 
others. 
      Churches and nonprofits loaned us use of their vans 
and drivers for the day: Girls Inc., Christ’s Reformed United 
Church of Christ, St. John’s Episcopal Church, and Valley 

Grace Brethren Church. Many thanks to all of you!  
 

Let’s do it again! 
Mark your calendar now for the 2026 hikes: 

The Challenge Hike on Saturday, May 16 and 

the Canal Hike will be Saturday, May 30 at a 
NEW location in Williamsport.  

Most of these fearless hikers trained for months to take on 20 

mountainous miles on the Appalachian Trail to raise funds for the Hike. 

Top photo: Jamal and Wasiq, members of the Refugee 

Welcome Network, volunteered to help serve lunch to 

hungry hikers after they crossed the finish line. 



Thank you to our generous donors: 

Corporate & Foundation Donors 

$40,000+ 

God’s Grace Donor Advised Fund 

 

$20,000 - $40,000 

Alice Virginia & David W. Fletcher Foundation 

Asian American Center of Frederick (AACF) 

   & San Mar Family & Community Services 

BCT Cares Foundation, Inc. 

First Energy Foundation 

Jone L. Bowman Foundation Inc. 

The Laughlin Family Foundation 

United Way of Washington County, MD 

 

$10,000 - $20,000 

City of Hagerstown 

Deaconess Community of the Evangelical 

    Lutheran Church in America 

Nora Roberts Family Foundation 

 

$5,000 - $10,000 

Community Foundation of Washington 

   County, MD 

The John R. Hershey and Anna L. Hershey 

   Family Foundation 

Mathias Washington County Charitable Trust 

Redmen Riders Tribe #84 

 

$2,000 - $5,000 

Antietam Exchange Club 

JLG Industries, Inc 

Nisource Charitable Foundation/ 

   Columbia Gas of Maryland 

Richard N. Funkhouser Foundation 

Richmond Lee Downey Foundation 

 

Up to $2,000 

Albert E. & Naomi B. Sinnisen Foundation 

AMVETS Dept. of Maryland Ladies Auxiliary 

Antietam Radio Association., Inc. 

Bella Appel Children's Fund at 

    the Community Foundation 

Bitner-Henry Insurance Agency, Inc 

Brethren Mutual Insurance Company 

 

Ellsworth Electric 

Ewing Oil Co., Inc 

Hagerstown Builders 

Meritus Health 

Patriot Federal Credit Union 

Planet Fitness 

Poole Law Group Limited 

Onelife Fitness 

WashCo Management Corp. 

Washington County, MD Convention 

    and Visitors Bureau 

 

Faith Partner Contributions 

$4,000+ 

Otterbein United Methodist Church 

 

$1,000-$4,000 

Church Women United of 

    Washington County 

First Christian Church 

Goose Creek Monthly Meet Friends 

Hebron Mennonite Church 

St. Ann Hagerstown Roman Catholic Church 

St. Joseph Catholic Church 

St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

    Smithsburg 

Unitarian Universalist Church of Hagerstown 

    in memory of Edward Poling 

Zion Reformed United Church of Christ 

 

$500 - $999 

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 

Lutheran Faith Community Nurse Association 

St. Mark's Episcopal Church 

Welty Church of the Brethren 

 

$100 - $499 

Beaver Creek Church of the Brethren 

Benevola United Methodist Church 

Christ Reformed United Church of Christ – 

    Sharpsburg 

Christ’s Reformed Church Hagerstown 

Congregation Bnai Abraham 

Emmanuel United Methodist Church 

Grace United Methodist Church 

Hagerstown Church of the Brethren 

Hub City Vineyard 

John Wesley United Methodist Church 

Meritus Medical Center Spiritual Care 

    Department 

St. Andrew Presbyterian Church 

St. Andrew's United Methodist Church 

St. Mark's Lutheran Church 

St. Paul's Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

    Funkstown 

Trinity Lutheran Church, Hagerstown 

Unity of Hagerstown 

 

Individual Donors 

$5,000+ 

Dr. Margaret Harrison in honor of Hillary 

    Smith Wade & Hunter Harrison Wade 

Ted & Elizabeth Howe 

Ella Mose 

 

$1,000 - $4,999 

Patricia & Simon Barber 

Kay Barger 

Carol & Mike Brashears 

Marcus & Kelly Conrad 

Lisa Fish 

Mary Foor 

Bill & Becky Fritts 

Barbara Hamilton 

Michael & Beth Johnston 

Rebecca & Philip Karras 

James & Melinda Marsden 

John & Mary Means in memory 

    of Romaine Yontosik 

Kathy & Kyle Powderly 

Linda Robinson 

Ann & Wayne Travell 

$500 - $999 

David Baker 

Terry and Marji Gearhart in memory of 

    Edward Poling and in honor of Mimi 

    & Larry Smith 

Catherine Cox in honor of Patricia Barber 

Mary Early 
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OUR  GENEROUS DONOR S  

Sean Lloyd 

Dr. Mary E. Money-Waldman 

Ruth Nelson-Abbott 

Stephen Paul 

Rabbi Mark & Elizabeth Perman 

Charlotte Trout 

Richard Willson 

 

$10 - $499 

Sunshine Adams 

Angela Akamine 

William & Jacquelyn Alexander 

Abdul Amir Alioghli 

Jo Ellen & Henry Allenberg in memory 

    of Ann Allenberg 

Emilie Amt 

Tania Anderson 

Geoffrey Andrews 

Michael & Barbara Armel 

David & Diane Armstrong 

Jeannie Asbury 

Kurt Aschermann 

Amber Atkinson 

Cynthia Ayars 

Christine Badame 

Andrew & Joanna Banks 

Nell Barber in honor of Patricia Barber 

Linda Barnhart 

Dave & Christina Barnhart 

Beth Baseler 

Edward Bass 

Linda Bennett 

Susan Besecker 

Renee Billadeau 

Topper Bitler 

Rachel E. Black in memory of Edward Poling 

Joel & Rachelle Blackman 

Susan Blake 

Kelly Bohn 

Lester & Esther Boleyn  

Lois & Ted Bowlus 

Sandy Boyer 

Drs. Pamela & Norman Bradford 

David H. Brechbiel 

Ernestine Bridges 

Dr. James & Amy Brooks 

Cynthia Brown 

Judith Brown 

Louise Bucco 

Amy Byard 

Martha Byron 

Marla & Joe Camarano 

Gina Capaccione 

Vito Capaccione 

Carrie Capezuto 

Donna Catling 

Judy Chambers 

Sherri Chandler 

Carla Charles 

James Clement  

Galen & Sandra Clipp 

Dave & Lisa Colburn 

Adele Considine 

Bruce Conway 

Boyd Cook 

Marci Corea 

Kandice Cramer 

Thomas & Carrie Crawford 

Jonathan & Kristine Crawford 

Steven C. & Rev. Jan Custer in memory 

    of Edward Poling 

Audrey Cutler 

John & Debra Dalby 

Karla Davis 

Dee Davis 

Craig Despeaux 

Lynda DeWitt in honor of Patricia Barber 

Calista Dickey 

K. Darcy & Tommy Diehl 

Jeanne Dinterman 

Melissa Dirks 

Marilyn S. Disbennett 

Christina Doucette 

Mr. & Mrs. James Ducey 

Stephen & Sophia Ducey 

Amanda Ducey 

Frank Ducey 

David Ducey III 

Allison Duvall 

Nancy & Chuck Eichelberger 

Kelsey Eitnier 

David & Donna Engle 

Elizabeth Evans 

Angela Eyler 

Webb Family 

Sylvia Finke 

Roseann Fisher in honor of Margaret Silver 

Shannon Flint 

John Follett 

Tim Forkmann 

Vicki Foster 

George Franks 

Rebecca & David Frechard 

Susan French 

Denise Fry 

Gene Gall 

Karin Gayvert 

Carmela Gerlach 

Peter Gluesing 

Melinda Golden 

Janet Goller  

Marsha & Mike Green 

Angela Gruenfelder 

Terri & Al Gwizdala 

Melissa & Eddie Hargreaves 

Jerry Harness 

David Harper 

Alice Harr 

Jonathan & Ashlee Harris 

Barbara Harrison 

Michael Harsh 

Elizabeth Hedges in honor of Patricia Barber 

Barbara Hendershot 

Katherine Hewitt 

Margaret Hill 

Norman Hines 

Brenda & Chris Horsch 

Marvin & Marcia Horst 

Stephanie Hughes 

Stephen Humphrey 

Dilia Inoa 

Rebecca Jackson 

Earlene Johnson 

Suzanne Jones 

Rick & Susanne Kass in memory 

    of David & Miriam Lyons 

Linda Kearns 

George M. & Debra A. Keefer 
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OUR  GENEROUS DONOR S  

Lois Keener 

John & Paula Kessler 

Margaret King 

Marcia Kirby 

Kathleen Kirks 

Jessica Kiska 

Jackie Kosbob in honor of Patricia Barber 

Elizabeth Krell 

Sylvia Kremp 

Jason Kyne 

Melinda & Jim Laird 

Adam Lane & Shalom Black Lane 

Douglas Lane & Rebecca Massie Lane 

Katy & Brock Lanpher 

Bruce & Judy Larson 

Arthur LaRue 

Shawn Law 

Joseph & Susan Layos in memory 

    of Edward Poling 

Sarah Lefler in honor of Pastor Karl Muhlbach 

Katharine Long 

Tanya & Max Lupton 

Matthew & Christy Lynch  

Harold V. Macht 

Jason & Melinda Malott 

Edward & Laura Maloy 

Ryan & Melissa Maloy 

Patrick Maloy 

Mike & Kim Martin 

Janet Martin 

Martha Mason Semmes 

Charles & Demeta Matlack 

Faith Matranga 

Terry & Joyce McClanathan 

Linda McCormick in honor of Patricia Barber 

Shelby & Mike McGinley 

Rev. Leslie McIntosh 

Hannah McIntosh-Burke in honor 

    of Patricia Barber 

Howard & Carol Mendelsohn 

John F. & Lois E. Mentzer 

David Mentzer 

Jane Meyerding 

Edward & Anna Belle Meyers 

Bill & Joanne Mies 

Jesse Miles 

John & Mary Miller in memory 

    of Edward Poling 

Robyn Miller 

Lindamarie & Albert Jr. Mitchler  

Lisa Morgan 

Diane Morgan 

Patricia Mose 

Justin Moser 

Harvey Mosher 

Rev. Karl Muhlbach 

Margaret Mullen 

Mark E. Mummert 

Ann Resh Mummert 

Cathryn Namath 

Carol & Jay Nase 

Florence Nead 

Daniel Nelson 

Rachel Nichols 

Maria Nicklin & Cris Collins 

Karen Nicodemus 

Lisa Noel 

Harry Nogle 

Karin Novinger 

Kathleen O’Connell 

Carolyn Ormes 

Elizabeth Orr 

Eileen Orsini 

Debra Ousse 

Jenilie & Bob Palla 

Kathleen Palomo-Machado 

Michael & Barbara Parsons  

Bonnie Patton 

Christopher Patton 

Tyler Patton 

Linda Paul 

Elizabeth Paul 

Jocelen Pearson 

Mary & Gregg Pelowski 

Bill & Yvonne Pfoutz 

Dale Philp 

William Pike 

Ann & Paul Pittman 

Arnold & Ann Platou 

Marjorie Poling 

Harry Poling 

James & Nancy Poling 

Kathleen & Bruce Poole 

Jesse Porch 

Bonnie Powell 

Jill Price 

Kenneth P. Pryor 

George Rae 

Ilissa Ramm 

Cynthia Reiffen 

Winfred & Barb Ressler 

William G. Ressler 

Glory Reynolds 

Harry & Pat Reynolds 

Glenn & Cindy Reynolds 

Connie & Donnie Richardson 

Susan Rickard 

A. Wells Ridenour 

Kimberly Ridenour 

James & Carol Ridgely 

Julia Ridley in honor of Patricia Barber 

Kim Rishell 

Gene & Lindy Robey 

Adam Robinson 

Linda Rosen 

Jane M. Rozes 

Dolores Ruskie 

Saida Russell 

Deborah Russell 

Carroll Sager 

Linda Sappington 

Christine Sarcone 

Debra Saunders 

Thomas & Sarah Sayers 

Renee Schuckman 

Charles & Melissa Schwalbe 

Celina Schwantes 

Denise M. Schwartz 

Sharon & Jeff Seligson 

Rev. Christopher Serufusa 

John Seylar 

Sohrab Shahab 

Nancy Shapiro 

Judith Shaw 

Andrea Shepheard 

William Shepheard 

Megan Shroyer 

Joyce Shull 
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Bety Siqueira 

Nora Slick 

Stephanie Smith in honor of Patricia Barber 

Kathleen Smith-Jones 

Karen Spessard 

David Staats 

Mark Stahr 

Brian Stanley 

Rev. Don & Deborah Stevenson 

Adam Stevenson 

Kathy & Henry Stiles 

Diana Stone 

Lynnette Stoner 

Susan Strobl 

Carolyn Stuber 

Naomi & David Styer 

Linda Taggart 

Rev. Allison Tanner 

Samuel Tolbert 

Kathy & Rick Tracey 

Linda Turner 

Roger & Mary Kay Turner in memory 

    of Edward Poling 

Elizabeth Turner-Hollins 

Loyal & Sue Vanderveer 

Amy & Jay Vennett 

Bernadette Kaufmann & 

    Vernon Simmons, Jr. 

Beth Violette 

Sue & David Wade 

Barb & Charley Ware 

Elise Weber in honor of Michael Perer, 

    EZ Lawn Care  

Richard & Marcia Weidner 

Carolyn & Olavi Weir 

Miriam Westervelt 

Dee White 

Eric Whiting 

Chris Whiting 

Cheryl Williams 

Betty Willson  

Christina & Jimmy Willson 

Cheryl Wilson 

Robert Wilson 

Raymond & Wanda Winner 

Eric Scott Winnette 

Suzie Wolfe 

KJ Wood 

Sharon & John Yatsko 

Prue & Ed Yelinek 

Jane & Steve Young 

Teri Young 

Diane & John Younkins in memory 

    of Edward Poling 

Bruce & Wendy Zimmerman 

Janet M. Zimmerman 

IN-KIND DONORS: 

Angela Akamine 

Antietam Radio Association 

Rev. Rachel Black 

Deliteful Dairy 

Val Dick 

Kim Duncan 

Christine Finke 

Sylvia Finke 

Mary Foor 

The Giant Company dba Giant Martins 

Girls, Inc. of Washington County 

Marsha & Mike Green 

Nancy Hall 

Tracy Ilene 

Joseph & Susan Layos 

Paulette Lee 

Keith Lowery 

Onelife Fitness 

Craig & Julie Rowe 

Sheetz 

Carol Shull 

Joyce Shull 

St. John’s United Church of Christ 

St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church, 

    Funkstown 

Tony’s Pizzeria 

Washington County Health Department 

Weis Market 

Williamsport Lions Club 

Kimberly Young 

Many thanks to anyone 

we missed. And to the 
numerous individuals 
who have generously 
donated furniture, 
supplies, and household 
goods to refugees 
through our Refugee 
Welcome Network! 

Special thanks to Christ’s Reformed Church for providing space 
and warm hospitality for HARC’s office and staff! 



Sign up for our weekly e-newsletter on our 
website! You can also submit news items using 
our website submission form. 

“News Flash” 

Like/Follow our page at 
facebook.com/harccoalition 

Rev. Sandy Boyer, Interfaith Team Coordinator 

David Brechbiel, News Flash Editor 

Cindy Brown, Racial Justice Team Co-leader 

Kelly Z. Conrad, PR & Marketing 

Brenda Horsch, Micah’s Backpack Secretary 

Rachel Nichols, Fundraising Team Leader 

Charlotte Trout, Website Manager 

E. Scott Winnette, Lighthouse Steering Team Leader 

Thank you to our amazing staff & volunteers, who give so many hours of their time and talents 

to ensure HARC can offer quality resources and programs. 

This report was designed by Kelly Z. Conrad 

Volunteer staff & Leaders: 

Rabbi Mark Perman, President 

Rev. Les McIntosh, Sr., Vice President 

Richard Willson, Treasurer 

Charlotte Trout, Secretary 

Christopher Serufusa, Immediate Past President 

Tania Anderson, Racial Justice Team Co-leader 

Rachel Nichols 

Rev. Dionne Hall 

Ashlee Harris 

Pastor Suzanne Jones 

Dr. Sohrab Shahab 

2025 Board of directors: 

Scan the QR code to see 
and subscribe to our channel! 

Are you inspired by anything you’ve seen in this report? Why not join us? 
To inquire about HARC membership or volunteer opportunities, 

contact Kathy at 301-842-4272 or director@harccoalition.org. 

harccoalition.org 

The back page 

Kathy Powderly 
Executive Director  

director@harccoalition.org 

301.842.4272 (HARC Office) 

Elizabeth Howe 
Executive Assistant  
elizabeth@harccoalition.org 

301.842.4272 (HARC Office) 

Contracted staff: 

Ladetra Robinson, Washington County 
     Black Professionals Network Coordinator 

Angela Yamashita, Lighthouse After-School 
     Program Coordinator 

Stay 
informed 

managed staff: 

in partnership with the Asian American Center of Frederick 

Jane Powell, ENOUGH Bilingual 
     Community Worker 

Julien Patrick Tete Wabo, Bilingual 
     Community Worker 


