
From	noon	onward,	 darkness	 came	over	 the	whole	 land	 until	 three	 in	 the	 afternoon.	
And	 about	 three	 o’clock	 Jesus	 cried	 out	 in	 a	 loud	 voice,	 “Eli,	 Eli,	 lema	 sabachthani?”	
which	means,	“My	God,	my	God,	why	have	you	forsaken	me?”	Some	of	the	bystanders	
who	heard	it	said,	“This	one	is	calling	for	Elijah.”	Immediately	one	of	them	ran	to	get	a	
sponge;	he	soaked	it	 in	wine,	and	putting	it	on	a	reed,	gave	it	to	him	to	drink.	But	the	
rest	 said,	 “Wait,	 let	us	 see	 if	Elijah	comes	 to	save	him.”	But	 Jesus	cried	out	again	 in	a	
loud	voice,	and	gave	up	his	spirit.		
	

And	behold,	the	veil	of	the	sanctuary	was	torn	in	two	from	top	to	bottom.	The	earth	
quaked,	 rocks	were	 split,	 tombs	were	 opened,	 and	 the	 bodies	 of	many	 saints	who	
had	 fallen	 asleep	 were	 raised.	 And	 coming	 forth	 from	 their	 tombs	 after	 his	
resurrection,	 they	 entered	 the	 holy	 city	 and	 appeared	 to	many.	 The	 centurion	 and	
the	men	with	him	who	were	keeping	watch	over	Jesus	feared	greatly	when	they	saw	
the	earthquake	and	all	that	was	happening,	and	they	said,	“Truly,	this	was	the	Son	of	
God!”	

	

(Luke	23:39-43)	
	
	

Observe	a	few	minutes	of	silent	reflection.		

THE	SIXTH	STOP:	JESUS	DIES	ON	THE	CROSS	
	

“Truly,	this	was	the	Son	of	God!”	

Wales	Window	
by	John	Petts	

	

On	 September	 15,	 1963,	 the	 Ku	 Klux	 Klan	
planted	 a	 bomb	 at	 the	 16th	 Street	 Baptist	
Church	in	Birmingham,	Alabama.	Four	young	
girls	who	were	there	for	Sunday	School	were	
killed.	John	Petts,	a	Welsh	artist,	was	moved	
by	 the	 tragedy	 and	 set	 about	 to	 design	 a	
stained	 glass	 window	 for	 the	 Birmingham	
church.	 It	 was	 paid	 for	 by	 small	 donations	
from	 Welsh	 citizens.	 The	 window	 was	
installed	 and	 dedicated	 in	 1965.	 It	 shows	
Jesus	with	 arms	 outstretched,	 his	 right	 arm	
pushing	 away	 hatred	 and	 injustice	 and	 his	
left	 arm	 offering	 forgiveness.	 The	 rainbow	
represents	racial	diversity.		


